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Opposition grows to
‘Settler Government’

Robert Wilkinson

N WHAT HAS been described as a ‘pogrom’

(reminiscent of the antisemitic riots in Tsarist

Russia) Jewish settlers in the West Bank
rampaged through several Arab villages at the
end of February setting fire to houses and cars,
killing one man and injuring more than 100
others.

Member of the Knesset (MK) Ofer Cassif
of the Hadash group, who recently spoke at a
meeting at the Marx Memorial Library, wrote
that the pogrom was the work of ‘settler
terror militia’ working under the protection
of the ‘occupation regime to carry out war
crimes.’

Fellow MK Aida Touma-Sliman also
condemned the attacks tweeting ‘The settlers
are committing a horrific crime tonight in
Huwara — burning homes while families are
inside and wreaking havoc .... They are acting
in the spirit of the fascist government’.

The elections held in November last year
resulted in a qualitative change in the
character of the government of Israel. The
previous coalition of Naftali Bennett and Yair
Lapid that included an Arab party (Ra’am) in
government for the first time, was replaced
by the most extreme right-wing government
ever as Benjamin Netanyahu was forced to
rely upon the Religious Zionist Party, which
doubled its vote, as his own party (Likud) saw
its share of the vote decline from 24.2% to
23.4%.
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Despite the decline in vote share, Likud
increased its representation in the Knesset by
2 seats as the seats held by the centre and left
parties declined. The fragmentation of their
votes meant that two parties (Arab party
Balad and Left-Zionist Meretz) both failed to
meet the 3.25% threshold and consequently
lost their seats. The recent AGM of the
Palestine Solidarity Campaign in London was
addressed by Sami Abou Shahadeh, leader of
the Balad party, without any explanation or
apology for the decision of Balad to withdraw
from the joint list with left-wing Hadash and
Arab party Ta’al on the eve of the election,
thus helping Netanyahu to victory despite the
increase of the Arab and Hadash vote by 35
per cent to over 510,000.

The Religious Zionist Party led by Bezalel
Smotrich and Itamar Ben-Gvir draws much of
its core support from Jewish voters in the
illegal settlements in the West Bank and
Golan Heights and those obliged to withdraw
from Gaza. This party included those who
formally advocated the expulsion of the Arab
population of Israel but now have their sights
on the incorporation of the West Bank into a
greater Israel after their already successful
annexation of the Golan Heights seized in
1967 from Syria,

The need for solidarity and unity amongst
the opposition to the Netanyahu government
has been evident in the growing
demonstrations against its intention to make
the Supreme Court subservient to their
Knesset majority. Despite the limitations of

the movement as very few of the 20 per cent
of the Arab Israeli population participate in
the protests, Ahmad Tibi head of the Arab
Ta’al party argued that ‘we oppose the judicial
reforms of the Netanyahu government ...
because in the end it is possible that the
Supreme Court will be the last resort for
minorities and weak groups on certain issues
.... It doesn’t always help, but it’s a last
resort’.

The developing unity was also evident in
the demonstrations showing solidarity with
the victims of the Huwara pogrom when
members of the Communist Party and left-
wing Meretz were attacked by Israeli soldiers
and prevented from attending. Other
protesters opposing the eviction of
Palestinian families from Sheikh Jarrah in east
Jerusalem were arrested, clubbed and sprayed
with ‘skunk water’. Nevertheless, over a
thousand demonstrators protested in the
capital Tel Aviv in ‘emergency protests against
the settler government lighting the country on
fire’.

Despite threats of violence, even in the
Knesset and its committees, brave voices such
as Ofer Cassif, continue to speak out against
what they denounce as a ‘fascist coup’ to
silence the opposition. As the protestors in
the streets carrying red and Palestinian flags
chant ‘The settler government is bad for all of
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‘PUTTING THE PEOPLE FIRST’

Kevan Nelson
CHINA AND BRITAIN

BRITISH COMMUNIST delegation
A attended an online conference ‘The
CPC in dialogue with World Political
Parties — high-level meeting’ on |5 March, an
event organised by the CPC’s international
department.

Over 650 delegates representing 530
political parties including numerous governing
parties and Ccommunist parties from every
continent on the planet.

The theme of the conference was the
Path towards Modernisation and the keynote
speaker was Xi Jinping general secretary of
the CPC and president of the Peoples
Republic of China. Xi stated that a cold war
mentality is haunting humanity and the choice

facing the world is polarisation or common
prosperity. A zero sum game or win-win. Xi
posed the question ‘what kind of
modernisation do we need and how can we
achieve it?” — only by putting the people first
will the ultimate goal of free , well-rounded
and sustainable development be achieved.
The principle of national independence and
diverse paths to modernisation for
developing countries must be upheld.

China’s path to modernisation is one of
common prosperity for all and China will
provide new opportunities for development
across the world. China’s door will only open
wide, added Xi.

China supports a fair and just security
architecture and the world does not need a
New Cold War. The CPC proposes a Global
Civilisation Initiative and promotes party-to

party relationships.

Other keynote speakers included South
African president Cyril Ramaphosa, leader of
the ANC ‘a movement steeped in traditions
of revolutionary process and keen to
advance the best of human civilisation’;
Nicolas Maduro of the PSUV Venezuela;
Daniel Ortega FSLN Nicaragua; Aleksander
Vucic President of Serbia and Serbia
Progressive Party who stated that China’s
Belt and Road initiative had shown the world
what could be achieved by a government
committed to world peace. Russia was
represented by Boris Gryzlov Russian
ambassador to Belarus and former United
Russia leader.

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202303/15
/WS64 | 1b4dda3 1057c47ebb4ab5.html
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possibility that the people of Peru would elect an indigenous Peruvian
with a progressive agenda to the Presidency the following summer, the
forces of right wing reaction swung into action.

The US named CIA veteran Lisa Kenna as the new ambassador and
incumbent President Keiko Fujimori, son of former dictator Alberto
Fujimori and doyen of the entrenched, right wing oligarchy in Lima,
began assembling a powerful team of the capitals finest lawyers to
challenge any results going against her. As the elections approached and
Castillo held a slender lead in the opinion polls, Vladimiro Montesinos —
political heavyweight, former spymaster (and CIA asset) and right-hand
to Alberto Fujimori — began co-ordinating elements within the Fujimori
camp from his prison cell where he is serving a 22-year sentence for
multiple charges including corruption and embezzlement. These
telephone conversations were recorded (the Vladiaudio tapes), and they
show Montesinos arranging the bribery of three electoral magistrates of
the National Jury of Elections (JNE) and for Keiko Fujimori’s then
husband (a US citizen) to approach the Office of Regional Affairs and
the CIA at the US Embassy in Lima with evidence of alleged election
fraud and alleged interference by the governments of Cuba, Nicaragua
and Venezuela.

When the first results were announced after polls closed Fujimori was
ready with |34 individual challenges and over 800 pending and from the
day when Castillo was eventually sworn in as President on the 28th July
after weeks of legal wrangling, he faced an onslaught of lawfare and
political sabotage from the Fujimori camp, Congress, the judiciary and
the media resulting in |8 months of unabated political instability, many
cabinet changes - affected to try and appease congress - changes in
Castillo’s political direction and the abandonment of principles laid out
before his election, numerous impeachment and no-confidence motions,
a break with Castillo’s party, and eventually his arrest on December 7th
after attempting to dissolve Congress.

The day before the coup, on December 6th, Kenna had had a meeting
with Gustavo Bobbio, the Defence Minister and she was then allegedly
the last person to call Castillo before his arrest on the 7th. The day after
the coup, on December 8th, Kenna, on behalf of the US government,
recognised Peru’s new coup government under Dina Boluarte, Castillo’s
most recent vice president.

Since that day, the poor of Peru have been out on the streets
demanding the resignation of Boluarte, the release of Castillo, fresh
elections, the establishment of a constituent assembly to replace the old,
Fujimori constitution which is widely seen as favouring the establishment
and disenfranchising the poor and indigenous sectors of society, and the
dissolution of the right wing controlled Congress which has acted as the
enforcer of this establishment. They have since faced a wave of brutal
repression unleashed by Boluarte. 76 deaths to date including protesters
— and even non-participating bystanders — shot by live rounds from
helicopter-borne snipers. There have been massacres — in Juliaca where
|8 people were killed and scores more injured on January 9th and in
Ayacucho on December |5th when ten people were killed and dozens
more injured.

From the moment in late 2020, when it looked like there was a
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§ ON IMPERIALISM

“Imperialism is a system of exploitation that occurs not only in the brutal form of those who come with guns to conquer territory.
Imperialism often occurs in more subtle forms, a loan, food aid, blackmail . We are fighting this system that allows a handful of men
on Earth to rule all of humanity.” Thomas Sankara 1988
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Andrew Murray’s original
2015 book Empire and
Ukraine set the Ukraine
crisis in its global and local
context and drew the lessons
needed for the anti-war
movement as great power
conflict returned to Europe
and threatened a new ‘cold
war'.

That New Cold War has
arrived with the NATO
expansion into central and
eastern Europe — a principal
factor in this present war —
and an essential elements in
the US drive to counter
China’s growing economic,
commercial and diplomatic
strength.

The resurgence of the
war party in Labour’s
leadership adds a new
urgency to the arguments in
this book which brings
together an abridged version
of the 2015 book, the full
text of Andrew Murray’s
pamphlet Empire and the
Ukraine 2022 with a new
introduction.

The Empire and Ukraine
revisited
www.manifestopress.coop

Micaela Tracey Ramos
BRAZIL

zil celebrated Lula’s victory. Lu-

ciana Santos pointed out ‘Brazil
will be happy again! The people elected
Lula president so that we can have peace
again, have dignity, have food on our
plate. It’s the feast of democracy. Reason,
truth, commitment to the people and to an
inclusive project for the country won.’

The communist leader also stressed that
“Brazil has said no to retrogression, auth-
oritarianism, hatred and violence. This
was-theresylt of hope. The majority of the
population has made it clear that they no
longer want to live in a divided country
with no prospects”.

The Communist Party of Brazil was one
of the Parties that defended from the be-
ginning, the formation of a broad front to
defeat the Bolsonarist extreme right, Luciana
recalled that ‘Lula represents an alliance
that seeks that tomorrow will be fill for
each one of us.

Ensuring|political stability and peace is
desperately needed for Lula’s left-wing pro-
gramme to be implemented. Social inequality
is huge in Brazil and solving this issue is
one of the main challenges that Lula’s gov-
ernment face. Millions of Brazilians live
below the poverty line, Brazil’s six richest
men have the same wealth as the poorest
50 percent of the population and there are
huge wage gaps between black Brazilians
and Brazilian women. Bolsonaro took Brazil
to be one of the largest economies in the
world- but with extreme inequality.

THE COMMUNIST PARTY of Bra-

Challenging inequality
Lula’s government has vowed to address
this inequality but faces challenges pursuing
progressive social transformation in a capi-
talist economy. One example of this is a
neoliberal constitutional amendment which
limits public spending which establishes that
the government can only spend the same
amount that was spent in the previous year,
correctly only for inflation. The measure
limits for 20 years all federal expenses of a
given year to the budget of the previous
year, as corrected by an official index
(IPCA). Lula pledges to scrap this consti-
tutional clause but as Brazil’s GDP slowed
in the last quarter of 2022, Lula faces in-
creasing economic pressure from capital.
Lula blames this stagnation of the GDP
partially on decisions that are made by
Brazil’s central bank, which was to raise
the interest rate from 2% to 13.75%, when
there has not been economic growth. This
alleged fear of inflation cannot justify this
level of high interest rate in a country

where the economy is not growing. In 2021,
Bolsonaro established the central banks
autonomy and its board of directors no
longer change at the same time when new
governments take office, so the BC banks
president Capos Neto’s term runs until the
end of 2024. He was appointed by Bolsonaro
and Lula has criticised that he was unelected
but has the power to preside over such fi-
nancial matters. Despite government press-
ure to leave, Campos Neto remains in place.
Large parts of the capitalist media and fi-
nancial market push the narrative that
Campos Neto has more legitimacy than the
President of the Republic himself to define
monetary policy in line with their own econ-
omic interests. These examples highlight
the difficulty in pushing forward his econ-
omic programme of social transformation
under a capitalist economy with little room
to manoeuvre in the budget because of
what I outlined above. This in our view is
the biggest challenge that Lula faces in gov-
ernment.

Another challenge faced by Lula’s gov-
ernment is the Capitalist media, which op-
erate to suit their own economic interests-
although congratulating Lula once elected
Globo, the countries largest television net-
work has a long history in fierce opposition
to the Workers Party and many of these
media outlets were mouth pieces for the
2016 coup and the wrongful imprisonment
of Lula in 2018. Although, they may be
able to part ways with Bolsonaro himself
as president, they emulate a lot of his ideas
and will fight against the implementation
of progressive policies under Lula’s new
government.

On January the 8th, the storming of
democratic intuitions in Brazil’s capital-
the supreme court, the national congress
and the presidential palace- further exposed
the deep divide that Lula’s government
have to address. Bolsonaristas invaded and
vandalized the Planalto Palace, National
Congress and the Federal Supreme Court.
Lula’s election slogan of ‘Union and recon-
struction’ recognised this divide in the
country. However, he is clear that this does
not mean amnesty for those who oppose
the democracy of the country and on Ja-
nuary the 11th Lula made this clear by
stating ‘Any gesture that goes against Brazi-
lian democracy will be punished within
what the law provides for.’

Bolsonarismo is alive in Brazil and political
stability to show support for democracy in
Brazil is no small task. Post the attempted
coup, Lula’s government submitted pro-
posals to Congress named the ‘Package of
Democracy.” There is consensus for these
proposals which include penalties for new
crimes such as the attempt against the lives
of the Presidents of the Republic, the
Federal Supreme Court and Congress and
a guarantee by law that those involved in
coup acts lose their assets. However, democ-
racy and the threat of coup by right wing
elements of Brazilian society is real.

Bolsonaro chaos
A report written by Lula’s transitional gov-
ernment noted that fours years of Bolson-
aro’s government left the Brazilian state in
trouble. State agencies were not performing
their functions properly. Key roles were
given to Bolsonaristas- including military
figures with no knowledge of the depart-
ments they were located in. This is goes
across other departments such as those re-
sponsible for fighting Amazon deforest-
ation. Rebuilding these departments will
be a huge task.

Elements of the military were accused of

being involved in the uprising and failing
to tackle the rioters. Lula removed 40 sol-
diers from the presidential palace detail, a
sign of his lack of faith in them after the
riots.

Bolsonaro had a close relationship with
the military. His government was filled with
members of the military, from his vice-
president to various ministers and over
6,000 troops in different sectors of the ad-
ministration.

Sections of the army were complicit in
setting up conditions for the uprising, and
not resolving it. For months, antidemocratic
groups were allowed to set up camps around
army barracks. Members of the military
defended the protesters against the inter-
vention of state and municipal security
forces.

Lula has taken strong action to address
this by making changes in the army, replacing
the general and dismissing soldiers. Lula’s
rapid response to this attempted coup- put-
ting together the ‘Package of Democracy’
and changing elements of the army has de-
creased the threat of a coup but it still re-
mains a threat for Lula’s government.

Bolsonaro’s government was largely fa-
cilitated by an attack on organised labour
movement in Brazil. Brazilian trade unions
have always placed themselves at the heart
of democratic struggle. Progress on LGBT
rights, the Afro Brazilian majority and
women have been fought for and defended
by organised labour. Bolsonaro continued
his predecessor’s attacks on labour standards
and trade union rights. One example he
used to weaken the trade union movement
in Brazil was outlawing ‘checkoff’ where
trade unions collect membership dues di-
rectly from company payrolls, in agreement
with the employer. Ending this practice
overnight, created an immediate financial
and an organisational crisis for Brazil’s
trade unions- essentially meaning they had
to recruit a lot of their own members again.
He then dissolved the Ministry of Labour
and rolled up all industrial functions into
the Ministry of Justice, while the duty to
regulate the unions’ legal status, as well as
oversee pensions and workplace safety, was
delivered to the Ministry of Finance under
neoliberal economist Paulo Guedes- someone
who worked under Pinochet in Chile. By
defunding the welfare state and pushing
policies that created ‘self-employment’,
there was a significant rise in precarious
work which undermined workplace organ-
isation and loosed labour markets.

Lula has reinstated the Ministry of Labour
and has emphasised his commitment to de-
fending labour’s rights in the face of chal-
lenging market conditions. At the Trade
Union Confederation of the America’s Lula
noted that all efforts are being made to re-
store everyone’s right to making a living
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from their work, with dignity, and to re-
ceiving just remuneration and a quality re-
tirement system. He does highlight that
there are immense amounts of precarious,
‘self-employed’ workers in Brazil who don’t
have any employer to turn to when something
goes wrong. The gig economy in Brazil
poses a major economic challenge. This
economy is worth billions- and at the end
of September last year the transportation
sector had more the 1.7 million couriers,
taxi drivers, app drivers and other types
of self-employed workers. On 23% of these
workers contribute to Brazil’s social security
system and in 2016, only 40% of these
were covered by social security. These
workers historically are very difficult to
organise also so the job of the trade union
movement to rebuild in these sectors.

Workers representatives

Now, Brazil’s Finance, Labour, and Social
Security ministries are creating a committee
that will include workers’ representatives,
policymakers, and companies to discuss a
proposal to regulate Brazil's gig economy.
The committee's work will focus on the lo-
gistics and mobility sectors and are likely
to be influenced by other initiatives from
the new administration. Regulating this
economy is essential to combat precarity
amongst Brazil’s working class and to re-
build mass working class organisation. The
trade unions are at the forefront of this,
but it is a huge challenge to Lula’s govern-
ment.

The majority of Brazilian women voted
for Lula- the third Lula government has
the largest number of female ministers in
history. Eleven women, five black ministers,
and two indigenous ministers were appointed
to the Lula cabinet—a huge contrast to
Bolsonaro’s government. Lulu has also
pledged to reinstate the Ministry of Women,
merged into another ministry during Bol-
sonaro’s administration. He has also prom-
ised to strengthen institutional support to
survivors of gender-based violence. Lula
pledged to strengthen the public health sys-
tem, improving access to sexual and repro-
ductive health.

Lula’s historic comeback and the defeat
of Bolsonaro are filled with potential, but
it cannot be realized by the efforts of the
government alone. There are many chal-
lenges that Lula’s government face and the
conditions that they operate in are not
necessarily in favour of a left progressive
government. Advancing a truly progressive
agenda will require organisation and support
from the labour movement, popular move-
ments and organisation of the working
class.

MICAELA TRACEY RAMOS IS A YOUNG COMMUNIST
LEAGUE MEMBER AND UNISON ACTIVIST
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~ SOCIALIST CONSTRUCTION

‘As long as we live in a small-peasant country, there is a surer economic basis for capitalism in Russia than for communism. This
must be borne in mind. Anyone who has carefully observed life in the countryside, as compared with life in the towns, knows that
we have not torn out the roots of capitalism and have not undermined the foundation, the basis of the internal enemy. The latter
depends on small-scale production, and there is only one way of undermining it, namely, to place the economy of the country,
including agriculture, on a new technical basis, the technical basis of modern large-scale production’ VI Lenin

IMPLICATIONS, OF THE IRANIAN-SAUDI
BILATERAL DETENTE MEDIATED BY CHINA

Senior Chinese
diplomat Wang Yi,
secretary of Iran’s
Supreme National
Security Council
Ali Shamkhani and
minister of state of
Saudi Arabia
Musaad bin
Mohammed Al
Aiban meeting

in Beijing on

10 March 2023
China Daily picture

HE RECENT AGREEMENT Reached
| between Iran and Saudi Arabia in Beijing -

facilitated and mediated by the China -
represents a new and important development
that could have major implications for the course
of future political developments in the Middle
East and the pattern of geo-strategic allegiances
in this sensitive region. The breakthrough was
achieved through China's careful handling of
negotiations between the two Islamist
dictatorships - the two main sectarian spheres in
the Middle East - since the latter part of 2022,
with the aim of bringing about a win-win
scenario for all concerned parties.

This unprecedented initiative on the part
of China, the first of this magnitude in
Beijing's foreign diplomacy - not only in
relation to the Middle East, but the wider
world - is a clear demonstration of China's
resolve and its growing political and
diplomatic clout as a major power, as well as
the shift away from the US-oriented
unipolarity that has prevailed for the last thirty
years.

Background

These developments began with the
arrival of Chinese President Xi in Saudi
Arabia for a three-day visit on 7 December
2022. The Saudi Press Agency (SPA)
reported that Xi was visiting at the invitation

of Saudi King Salman "to bolster historic ties
and strategic partnership between the two
countries". SPA reported that initial
agreements worth $29.26bn were due to be
signed during the bilateral summit. China's
Foreign Ministry spokesperson, Hua
Chunying, confirmed that President Xi would
also be attending the inaugural China-Arab
States Summit and the China-Gulf
Cooperation Council Summit in Riyadh.

Reports of the visit and associated
agreements indicate that a central driver of
the Chinese government's diplomatic charm
offensive was to progress its strategic
endeavour to further its reach towards
Middle East markets, as well as shore-up
reliable energy resources much needed for its
expanding economy. Foreign Minister Wang
Yi stated in October 2022 that Saudi Arabia
was a "priority" in China's overall diplomatic
strategy for the region.

The fact that President Xi was prepared
to outwardly endorse the UAE's baseless
claim over three islands in the Persian Gulf on
the final day of his visit demonstrates China's
resolve to secure at all costs a deepening and
firming of warm diplomatic relations with the
Arab regencies in the Persian Gulf. For its
part, Iran summoned the Chinese
ambassador to Tehran two days later, on 12

December, to express its condemnation of
China's endorsement of the UAE's claims -
with Tehran repeating its insistence that the
three islands form an inseparable part of
Iranian sovereign territory.

A road out of isolation?

It is interesting to note that the Chinese
mediation efforts began on the back of a
number of prior meetings between the
Islamic Republic regime and the Saudi
leadership which had been taking place since
2021. These meetings were convened
between official representatives of the two
governments as well as those from the US
and Europe. It is abundantly clear that the
regime in Tehran is desperate for the JCPOA,
or an equivalent agreement, to be reached
and for paralysing sanctions to be lifted so
that Iran's devastated economy can be
revived.

Itis clear that the constant fluctuations
and vacillations in the foreign policy stance of
the Islamic Republic regime are borne of its
desperation and complete bankruptcy - both
literally and figuratively - as well as its acute
vulnerability in the face of ongoing US
sanctions.

Furthermore, in specific regard to China's
more prominent involvement in affairs
relating to the Middle East region; this is an
important plank of China's macro-political-
economic plans in the international arena.
And while these plans undoubtedly reflect the
particular interests on the part of China, its
primary strategic objectives are predicated on
the de-escalation of hostilities and tensions
and expansion of trade relations - which run
completely contrary to the confrontational,
militaristic, and tension-building policies of the
us.

The Islamic Republic's leadership is thus
forced into a definitive about-turn in it foreign
policy in light of the dual threats posed by its
precarious economic situation - a major
factor fuelling huge civil unrest within the
country - and an ever-more hostile
environment in terms of its international
relations. Thus, the theocratic regime ruling
Iran is manifestly unable to manage or even
ride-out the country's multifaceted crises,
leading to an almost-perpetual mood of
defiance and protest at home, on the one
hand; while it becomes even more
internationally isolated in the meantime,
rendering it even more susceptible and
vulnerable to external pressures, on the
other. The regime is acutely aware that if this

impasse continues unchecked, it will have no
way of managing the snowball effect of this
mega-crisis - leading only to further and
stronger waves of protest and, potentially, an
uprising of the kind that could bring an end to
the Islamic Republic once and for all.

Such is the regime's current susceptibility
and weakness that ultimately, whether in
terms of the nuclear negotiations or a change
of course in foreign policy, the US is now in a
position to interfere in Iran's sovereign affairs
and affect internal developments in the
country seemingly at will.

The increasingly dangerous global
situation and the ever-worsening of tensions
between the military superpowers, which the
US-led imperialist countries are trying to
intensify, must not be confused or entangled
with secondary phenomena and events,
thereby detracting from the ultimate focus on
defending peace. And, pursuant to this, it
should not be expected that the change we
are witnessing in some international equations
as well as the 180-degree turn of the
theocratic regime's foreign policy will
somehow lead to a fundamental change in the
anti-people nature of the provincial in Iran or
the unjust political economy it presides over.

A development to be supported

The Iran-Saudi détente, if implemented,
has the potential to seriously challenge the
influence of the US and its partners in the
Middle East, as well as deal a serious blow to
the various mal-designs they have pursued
without restraint since the early-1990s - such
as the "Greater Middle East", the "New
Middle East", "Creative Chaos", the "Abraham
Accords", and the "Arab NATO".

The development of normal bilateral
neighbourly relations between Iran and Saudi
Arabia would of course close the door on
one of the most important sources of
"Creative Chaos" in the region — one
exploited by the US and Israel for decades
and based on the prefabricated animosity
between Sunni and Shia domains, which has
served to confound and exhaust an entire
region and render its individual nations
susceptible to imperialist extortion and
plunder.

The détente could well provide a
foundation for the long-overdue resolution of
a number of devastating proxy conflicts in the
region, thus greatly enhancing the prospects
for peace in Yemen, Syria, Lebanon, and
Palestine.

CUBA RECOVERS AFTER THE COVID PANDEMIC

Steve Johnson

HE YEARS since the start of the
| COVID pandemic have been difficult
for Cuba against the backdrop of the
US blockade and Trump's measures which
despite some initial hopes Biden has done
little to alleviate.

In addition to COVID Cuba has also had
to deal with the fall out from the Ukraine war
and the impact of Hurricane lan. There is
clearly a hope by US imperialism that the
combined effect of this and other natural
disasters will lead to growing discontent giving
more opportunities for destabilisation.

However as previously in Cuba's history
of building Socialism US strategy does not go
according to plan. Cuba's first-class medical
system has produced vaccines for COVID and
in comparison, with the capitalist world has
kept deaths to a minimum. Recent visitors to
Cuba also report that despite occasional
power cuts the impact of the hurricane is now
much less noticeable. The introduction of the
single Cuban peso also seems to have
stabilised the currency exchange rate.

This is all testament to Cuba's
participatory democracy but problems still
remain and the tourist industry has suffered a
blow due to the combined impacts of the
pandemic and the general economic crisis in

the capitalist world. Campaigning against the
blockade is still key and it is necessary to
counter the misapprehension many people in
the wider labour movement have that the
blockade was ended by Obama. The Biden
administration has shown little inclination to
reverse the policies of Trump in respect of
Cuba and has continued Cuba's designation as
“a state sponsor of terrorism” an absurd
proposition from a country that has backed
terrorist attacks on Cuba.

Another example of Cuba's grass roots
participatory democracy has been the
adoption of the new Family Code
enshrining rights for LGBT people despite a
campaign against the code by evangelical

Christians. Nor were they prevented from
campaigning despite claims in the Western
media that religious believers are
persecuted in Cuba. But the positive result
of the referendum shows how deeply
rooted values of equality are amongst the
Cuban population.

Cuba has always shown that despite
difficulties and attacks it will continue to
develop and improve it's Socialist system.
We have a responsibility to show solidarity
and to continue to oppose the US
blockade.

STEVE JOHNSON IS A MEMBER OF THE COMMUNIST
PARTY AMERICAS GROUP
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destroyed by other men.”

HEAVEN AND EARTH

The intimate daily contact with harsh reality began to fray the fabric of my religious convictions...
that our poverty — the lack of the most basic human necessities — was not caused or altered by the will of any deity. The
source of our misery was not in heaven but on earth. It arose from institutions established by men which could be altered or
Dolores Ibarruri, La Pasionaria Spanish Communist leader

I was beginning to learn

COMMUNISTS UNDER STATE ASSAULT

Reporting direct from
Venezuela Paul Dobson
exposes a state provocation
directed at the Venezuelan
communists

A A reporter from the state-run VTV channel
reports from a staged meeting of fake PCV
members in Monagas state — PSUV members
and civil servants dressed up as political
mercenaries — which supposedly called for the
‘rescue’ of the Communist Party.

Paul Dobson

Reporting from Venezuela

SOUNDS INCREDULOUS, but it’s true.

Venezuela’s ruling United Socialist Party

(PSUV) took some of their members,
added a few subservient public servants and
allies and dressed them up in Communist Party
(PCV) t-shirts. They gave them PCV flags and
caps, and put them on centre stage of a pro-
government rally in Caracas, the final prop in the
staged theatrics during which PSUV Number
Two Diosdado Cabello would publically “salute”
the “rebellious” communists who had turned
their back on the PCV’s leadership recently

elected at the XVI Congress in order to back the
government’s (neoliberal, pro-capital) position.

This was followed by further theatrics in
Cabello’s home Monagas state, in which a
number of well-paid props (political
mercenaries) were put in a 4 Star hotel and
told state journalists how they were
organising to “rescue” the PCV and realign it
with the government.

These theatrics would be laughably
absurd if they didn’t carry a very real danger
below the surface. The proven non-PCV
members have already stated that they will
submit a lawsuit to the Supreme Court to
replace the PCV leadership. Weekly
defamation against PCV general secretary
Oscar Figuera and the PCV’s Central
Committee and renewed calls from Cabello
to “rescue” the PCV continues. Parallel
illegitimate groups of non-PCV members
using the PCV’s name are popping up in
some states and on social media.

The threat of a government-led
intervention into the Party, be it through the
Supreme Court, electoral disqualification, the
seizure of Party HQ and assets (alongside its
symbols and name) seems ever closer.

But the rank and file of the PCV, its
Central Committee, Political Bureau and the
International Communist Movement are firm
in their commitment to respect the decisions
taken through democratic centralism and our
XVI Congress (at which the CPB was
present): party democracy and the resolve to
struggle against the pro-capital stance of the
government — which is at the centre of this
divergence — is strong.

McGuire

Reporting from Madrid

OLANDA DIAZ, above labour minister
Yand second vice president, is set to

announce her candidacy for her new
platform Sumar (Add). This political initiative aims
to put civil society first whilst uniting the parties to
the left of the socialist party, the PSOE.

Diaz says that citizens will decide Sumar’s
electoral lists, however there is a conflict with
Podemos about how these lists will be formed.
The status of Podemos is threated by the new
platform as it struggles to adjust to being
another left wing party alongside Izquierda
Unida (IU)/Communist Party of Spain (PCE),
the Comunes, various regional parties, and
their rival and splinter party Mas Pais, all of
whom have a good relationships with Diaz and
have voiced support for her as candidate.

Diaz first came to fame as labour minister
when her COVID furlough scheme made her
the most popular politician in the country, even
more so than PM Pedro Sanchez with whom

also has a good relationship. Her calm and
more professional approach to politics
contrasts with the eight years of Pablo Iglesias’s
populism and agitation. As a labour lawyer she
has a good relationship with the unions and
puts an emphasis on dialogue to reach
agreements with various representative sectors
of society. She has overseen a popular labour
reform and been present when the government
has raised minimum wage by over 300 euros in
four years. Formally a member of Izquierda
Unida, she currently only holds an ‘historic
membership’ to the PCE and presents herself
as without a party, yet defends the historical
democratic gains made in the name of the PCE.
The current agreement between |U and
Podemos at a national level, referred to as
Unidas Podemos (UP) is tense because of the
new platform. Diaz was handed the leadership
of the parliamentary group by Pablo Iglesias in
2021 when he stood down as vice president to
head the list in the Madrid regional elections.
Since then he has made the jump to journalism.
Both he and Podemos expected Diaz to

strengthen the UP brand, not form her own.
She has done so to give herself more authority
but also to make a break with the UP brand
which has been losing votes. It has failed to gain
representatives in regional elections such as
Galicia and Castilla la Mancha, but also had
disappointing results in the Basque Country,
Catalufia, Madrid and more recently Andalucia.

With regional elections at the end of May
and a general election in December, Sumar has
announced that it will only be standing
nationally as hasn’t had time to organise for the
locals. This has left the parties clamouring to
reach agreements for the May elections with
some success in more areas than others.
Currently there are more agreements than in
2019, but with national tensions between
Sumar and Podemos still unresolved at a
national level, things are not easy.

One recent poll suggested that going to the
general elections together in December could
result in Sumar getting 18.7% of the vote
resulting in 59 seats, 25 more than UP got in
2019. If Podemos were to go separately, which
is something that has been suggested, it would
be considerably less.

A good result on the left of the PSOE is
needed if it wants to renew the current
coalition government and avoid the risk of a
coalition government between the right wing
Partido Popular and far right Vox. This risk is
very real with both parties doing well in the
polls over the past year. Third place will be an
important one for who ever aspires to govern.
Furthermore, more power in the government
would allow Sumar to demand more radical
changes in policy.

The PSOE has continually watered down
laws that were agreed in 2019 coalition pact.
The housing law, animal protection, gag law
have all been much less ambitious in practice.
May's results whether gains or losses will set
the tempo for the wider left for December.

Modernisation
promotes well-rounded

Yi Fan
MODERN CHINA

N HIS Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts of 1844, Karl Marx describes

the alienation of labour under capitalism, ‘the worker sinks to the level of

a commodity and becomes all the poorer the more wealth he produces ...
The devaluation of the world of men is in direct proportion to the increasing
value of the world of things’.

His gloomy point is being vindicated in much of the rich world as
working people struggle to get by while the super-rich are having it cushy.
But Marx did give us hope — ‘a higher phase of communist society” will
arrive ‘after the productive forces have ... increased with the all-around
development of the individual, and all the springs of co-operative wealth
flow more abundantly’.

This, too, is being lived out, in China, where modernisation is turning
over a new leaf. In Hengdian, a town once gripped by abject poverty in
China’s Zhejiang Province, the locals — with government support —
have built for themselves a life many would envy: a billion-dollar film
industry above that empowers the local community and enables broad-
based prosperity; quality education, housing, health and elderly care; a
green environment; museums which house a dazzling array of fun
exhibitions all year round.

Richness in its rich sense.

This is one of many stories unfolding in China, as Chinese President
Xi Jinping vows to blaze a path of modernisation not prescribed in any
rule book and untrodden thus far in human history — one that does not
exploit the masses to enrich a few, but aims for common prosperity for
all; not devaluates or alienates the man but promotes all-round
development of the individual; not pits itself against but seeks harmony
with Mother Nature; not pillages those beyond one’s borders, but
contributes to world peace and prosperity.

Modernisation in its exploitative, egoistic form as we know it is being
superseded. The biggest difference is that China’s approach puts the
people front and centre. Serving the people is seen as the immutable aim
of development. In supporting their innovation and entrepreneurship,
China believes greater productive forces will be set free, which in turn
will create conditions for the people to be their freer, better selves.
Wealth becomes a means, not an end. In Xi Jinping’s own words,
“Chinese modernisation is the modernisation of the man.”

When China, or any of us, talks about the people’s well-being,
capitalist fear-mongers would cry egalitarianism, state power encroaching
on the market, or wealth of the rich under threat.

Their narrative belies ignorance of Marxism, which emphasizes that
productive forces are critical to social progress and the free development
of every man and all men. Well versed in the basic tenets of this theory,
China has all these years been building a business-friendly climate and
encouraging entrepreneurship. That explains its awe-inspiring success in
delivering a better life for its people. Now it has all the more reason to
keep doing this, because people-oriented modernisation demands ‘from
each according to his ability, to each according to his needs’.

China’s intention to strengthen charity programmes should be
commended, not demonised. If we have learned anything from their
recent hardships,the working people need government protection and
should not be left to the whims of the penny-pinching capitalists for an
affordable trip to the grocery or the doctor.

China’s search for a break from the old model of modernisation is an
antidote the world urgently needs right now. lts sheer scale — the
modernisation of |.4 billion people — promises a possibility
with’worldwide implications, as Friedrich Engels noted in 1880, “the
possibility of securing for every member of society an existence not only
fully sufficient materially but guaranteeing to all the free development and
exercise of their physical and mental faculties’.

China’s determination to find a new path to modernisation and
common prosperity deserves three cheers from us all.

TY1FAN IS A RETULAR CONTRIBUTOR TO THE STRAITS TIMES, THE BRUSSELS
TiMes, CHINA-US Focus, CHINA DALY, ETC.)
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IN MEMORY OF MARX

Marx saw and understood the enormous power and potential of our class to confront and defeat our class enemies.
More than that, he saw the possibilities of building a society free from poverty and degradation. A society in which every human
being might reach their full potential as a human being. Fran Heathcote, President PCS giving the 2023 Marx Oration
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EramHeathcote and Kevan Nelson spoke at the 2023

Alex Gordon chaired the event

Commemoration at the Highgate grave ?Karl Marx

Kevan Nelson
KARL MARX ORATION

HE 14 MARCH 2023 is the 140th

anniversary of the death in London of Karl

Marx — an anniversary which is being
marked by communist and workers parties
worldwide. We are seeing today — in the great
strike movement that has unfolded over the last
year — the working out of the principal
contradictions in 2| st century capitalist society.

These are not new phenomena. Writing in

the New York Daily Tribune in 1853 on the
subject of the Labour movement in Britain
Marx takes note of the movement unfolding
and sets out with great clarity how he saw
strikes He was, in his own words convinced:
“that the alternative rise and fall of wages, and
the continual conflicts between masters and men
resulting therefrom, are, in the present
organisation of industry, the indispensable
means of holding up the spirit of the labouring
classes, of combining them into one great
association against the encroachments of the
ruling class, and of preventing them from
becoming apathetic, thoughtless, more or less
well-fed instruments of production.”

Militancy
We can see this today when every strike ballot

produces overwhelming majorities, when the
legal barriers erected by the Tories — and, it
must be said, kept in place by successive Labour
governments — fails to stifle the rising tide of
militancy.

What is remarkable about the present strike
wave is firstly its striking unity bringing together
workers from many different sectors, some of
whom are striking for the first time ever.

Secondly, and importantly there is the
profound feminisation of industrial action which
reflects the real character of the trade
movement as a movement of the whole of
society. This is reinforced by the sense in which
strikers are felt to represent the whole of
society against the employers and their
government.

It is the very intransigence of the government
in insisting that working people and their families
must bear the cost of this profit-driven inflation
— while the rich get ever richer and public
services and utilities are treated as unending
sources of dividends — that turns every picket
line into a celebration.

Mass struggle

In asserting the enervating effect of workers
entering into struggle Marx concentrates, not
simply on the wages question, but on the
political importance of the mass movement to

the struggle for democracy.

Marx goes on to reflect on: “what importance
the present labour-crisis must turn out to the
Chartist movement in England” and gave a vivid
description of what he described as the “first great
open air meeting.” of the Yorkshire and
Lancashire Chartists.

The very mass character and moral certainty
of today’s strikers is something of a shock to
the employers and the government. Even
though workers are conscious that their wages
have lost a large part of purchasing power
there is a real willingness to further forfeit
wages in order to strike and strike again.

In his The Poverty of Philosophy Marx writes:
“If the first aim of resistance was merely the
maintenance of wages, in preparation as the
capitalists in their turn have combined with the
idea of repression, the combinations at first
isolated, constitute themselves in groups, and face
always united capital, the maintenance of the
association becomes more necessary to them than
that of wages. This is so true that the English
economists are amazed to see the workers
sacrifice a great part of their wages in favour of
the associations which, in the eyes of these
economists, are established solely in favour
wages.”

For Marx the term ‘economist’ — far from
signifying the profession that today is settled
into mutually hostile camps — was then attached
to those whose ambitions were satisfied merely
by the movement of wages.

Today, these dismal creatures can be found
concentrated in Starmer’s front bench and are
no less opposed to industrial action than the
earlier trends in the workers moment which
thought that strikes were counter productive.

When Labour politicians refuse to back
strikers they reprise the old myth that a general
rise in wages merely leads to a general rise in
prices and thus brings no benefit. They do not
see the every increasing union of the workers
as a benefit.

This approach is instinctively rejected by a
whole generation of working people who see
a daily demonstration on the shelves of the
supermarket and in their energy bills that far
from wage rises being the root of inflation it
is, instead, the drive to profit by the

employers, by the big monopolies in retail and
energy and the banks.

In 2013 another German Communist of
historical importance, Hans Modrow gave the
Marx oration on this spot. Sadly Hans died last
month and in respecting his immense
contribution to the German working class we
remember his warning that ‘on a world scale, the
very existence of a socialist community kept
capitalism within its limits. Now we are witnessing
developments which show clearly the danger the
current economic and social system poses to
humanity”

The sordid corruption and venal influence
peddling that characterises the relationship
between government ministers and rapacious
corporations today gives a contemporary
relevance to the assertion by Karl Marx: “As the
lords of the land and capital always make use of
their political privileges to defend and
perpetuate their economic monopolies and to
enslave labour, the conquest of political power
becomes the great duty of the proletariat.”

State power

How the conquest of political power by
Britain’s working people is to be achieved and
how — in the centre of the world’s second most
power imperial machine and the citadel of
Capital — working class state power is to be
defended and how that power can be wielded
is the question posed by demonstrable
unfitness to rule of our corrupt ruling class.

The political fissures in the working class
movement were identified by Lenin in his Two
Tactics of Social Democracy in the Democratic
Revolution.

But in today’s movement of the masses, in
the exuberance and discipline of the picket lines
we see in embryo the forces that will bring
about a revolution.

First, in consciousness and then in
organisation to give form to this sense of class
and then in a political instrument to rule as a
class. Revolution is, as Lenin described ‘the
festival of the oppressed and exploited’.

KEvaN NELSON 1S THE COMMUNIST PARTY’S
INTERNATIONAL SECRETARY AND SPOKE AT THE
ANNUAL COMMEMORATION OF MARX’S DEATH

KUWAIT
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The annulment of
the parliamentary
assembly of 2022
deepens the crisis
and represents a
departure from
the "June 22
speech"... What is
required is a
political exit
within the
framework of the
constitution that
puts an end to
the unpopular
parliamentary
assembly of 2020

With the issuance of the Constitutional Court
ruling annulling the recent parliamentary
elections and the resulting National Assembly,
and reinstating the popularly rejected
Parliament of 2020, the authority in Kuwait has
exhausted its remaining balance of goodwill
and hope that was preserved for it by a good
segment of the people, this balance, which was
formed on objective and imaginary grounds
less than three years ago, was exhausted by the
authority at a record speed through its
undemocratic approach and its abject and
repeated failure to run the country.

Now, returning to the series of abolishing
the National Assembly under formal pretexts
does not only bring us back to a tragic situation
that we have already lived through about
thirteen years ago and still is, but rather it
represents a farcical situation in which the
absurdity and lack of a sense of responsibility
in managing the state reaches an
unprecedented extent in the modern history
of Kuwait, which is what It requires popular
reunion and cohesion to resist frustration and
despair, and to firmly defend the constitutional
and political gains.

In this context, and far from discussing the
formal and non-essential constitutional and
legal grounds for the truth behind the ruling of
the Constitutional Court, what concerns us is
that Kuwait is suffering today, more than ever,
from a stifling and raging general crisis, mainly
due to three interrelated factors represented
in:

@ The dominance of the decision-making

approach and the mentality of sheikhdom.

@ The intensification of declared and hidden
conflicts between the centers of influence and
forces within the authority and its dominant
capitalist class alliance, even if the names have
changed and the locations have changed.

Third: The narrow class interests of the
influential powers that conflict with the
interests of the overwhelming majority of
citizens rule. These are the narrow class
interests that seek to take over the capabilities
of the state and control the joints of the
political administration in it.

The Kuwaiti Progressive Movement has
previously asserted more than once that as
long as these causes, factors and contradictions
exist, and as long as they control the political
scene and state administration, the crisis that
Kuwait has been suffering since 2010 cannot be
resolved, rather it will deepen, and this explains
the successive episodes of the long series of
this crisis.

It must be noted that the continuation of the
popularly rejected 2020 Council means a
retreat from those positive elements
mentioned in the Amiri speech on June 22,
2022, which did not come out of nowhere, but
came in response to the growing popular and
parliamentary movement in those days after
the sit-in of the deputies in the Council and the
night sit-ins of citizens in diwaniyas of the
deputies and in Al-Irada Square, where the
continuation of the 2020 Council contradicts
the most important contents of that speech,
specifically that important paragraph in which

the Emiri decision to dissolve the Council was
announced in response to the popular will, and
it reads: ” We decided under compulsion and
based on the desire of the people and in
respect of their will to resort to the
Constitution, the covenant that we accepted,
and based on our constitutional right stipulated
in Article (107) of the Constitution, to dissolve
the National Assembly in a constitutional way
and to call for general elections, in accordance
with the procedures, dates, and constitutional
and legal controls, and our goal from this The
constitutional solution is the sure and sincere
desire for the people themselves to say the
final word in the process of correcting the
course of the political scene again, by choosing
who represents them, the right choice, which
reflects the aspirations and hopes of this
people, and the decree of dissolution and the
call for elections will be issued in the coming
months, God willing, after Preparing the
necessary legal arrangements for that.”

In view of the exacerbation of the already
dire situation, and in order to spare the
country the consequences of the intensification
and explosion of the general crisis, it is
necessary to move seriously towards:

First: Commitment to constitutional
democratic guarantees and public rights and
freedoms, and the pursuit of a practical and
quick political exit within the framework of the
constitution, that stops any negative
repercussions, and prevents some stalker
parties from taking advantage of this crisis

situation to implement malicious agendas
hostile to the interests of the people and the
rights and freedoms of citizens.

Second: The dissolution of the 2020 Council,
which was popularly rejected.

Third: Holding accountable those responsible
for deliberately inserting procedural loopholes
since 2012 to invalidate the parliamentary
elections, and demanding the authority to
apologize for this abject, repeated, and
irresponsible failure.

Fourth: Formation of a new government that
will supervise the holding of fair parliamentary
elections, within the framework of
commitment to these directives, and to the
positive elements mentioned in

the. Amiri speech on June 22, 2022

Fifth: Holding the political forces to their
national and historical responsibilities in
confronting attempts to tamper with the
constitution and underestimate the popular
will.

In conclusion, we call on the proud Kuwaiti
people and their living forces to resist
frustration and despair, to be politically vigilant
towards what the hostile parties are plotting
against the popular will, and to unite their
ranks and movements in defence of their rights
and freedoms, while being aware that the
battle with the authority may be prolonged and
escalate.



